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Sheldon Scott from Kay Bingham Elementary School struck it rich when he tested five-cent pieces for 
magnetism, during a visit to the BIG Little Science Centre. 
 

Don't miss Mining Day, at the BIG Little Science Centre this Saturday May 11. See page 3 
 

Update on the Future location of the BIG Little Science Centre: See page 3. 
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More than 118,000 people have enjoyed visits to or from the BIG Little Science Centre!  
 

This Newsletter is received by more than 1,200 readers. 
Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at http://www.blscs.org/Downloads/Newsletters/ 

 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults $6     Seniors $4      Youth $3        Family $15. 
Adults – ages 16 to 59          Seniors – ages  60+         Youth – ages 6 to 15 
Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

 
BIG Little Science Centre 

Saturday Event and Show Schedule 
April 27 to July 1, 2013 

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 10am to 4pm. 
985 Holt Street, Kamloops 

 
Saturday May 11: Mining Day 11:00am to 4:00pm - FREE ENTRY Special exhibits and 
presentations by companies associated with the mining industry. Identify a rock station and 
much more. Organized by Kamloops Exploration Group (KEG). 
 
Saturday May 18: Air Pressure Show at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Saturday May 25: Light and Colour Show at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Saturday June 1: Static Show at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Saturday June 8: Magnetism Show at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
Saturday June 15: Kite Day at BIG Little Science Centre 10:00am to 4:00pm 
Make your own kite, special lectures and a chance to fly kites all day long. 
Saturday June 22: Air Pressure Show at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
BIG Little Science Centre will be closed June 23 to July 8 for the re-location to our new space. We will re-open Tuesday July 9 
with our regular hours of Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 4pm. 
Cancelled:  Saturday June 29: Light and Colour Show 
Monday July 1: BIG Little Science Centre Booth in Riverside Park for Canada Day from 8am to 6pm. Drop on by to enjoy many 
cool and fun hands-on science exhibits. A mini science centre in the park! 
 

Susan Hammond, Assistant Operator 
 



 
 
 

 
What Happens to the BIG Little Science Centre after June? 

 
 
Dr. Jim Hebden, President of the BIG Little Science Centre Society, has informed me that School District 73 officials 
have offered two options to the Centre: 
 
(1) We may occupy Heffley Creek Elementary School, or 
 
(2) We may occupy the gymnasium and four rooms of the former Happyvale Elementary School (Twin Rivers    
Education Centre). There is no guarantee of an extended lease. 
 
The Board of Directors of the BIG Little Science Centre will consider these options. 
 
On a personal note, Gordon Gore, Founder of the science centre, would like to thank all those who wrote letters of support 
for the BIG Little Science Centre.  

Gordon R. Gore 
 



New Faces at the BIG Little Science Centre 
 

 
 

Leslie Brett-Davies is now helping out Gord Stewart with accounting duties. 
 

 
 

Colin Macdonald will be employed for the summer as a demonstrator at the BIG Little Science Centre. Colin 
has a degree in physics from TRU, and will be training as a teacher at UBC this coming September. 



Brocklehurst Middle School Visit 
 

Tracey Epp's three grade 8 science classes came for visits. They saw Gordon Gore's Air Pressure show, and 
then paid a brief visit to the hands-on rooms. It is always a real pleasure having 'Brock' kids visit! 
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How Things Work at the Science Centre 
The Magic Water Tap 

 

    
 

At first glance, the Magic Water Tap leaves many observers wondering, “What is going on here?”  Water 
flows from the tap, but there is no apparent source of water to supply the tap. The tap appears to be suspended 
in midair. 
 
 In fact, the water you see coming out of the tap has been pumped up a clear plastic tube to the mouth of 
the tap, and when it reaches the top of the tube it flows down the outside of the clear plastic tube.  

 
To add interest, some blue dye has been added to the water. 
 

Steel Sphere Densities 
 

 
 

Two steel balls have identical masses, but much different volumes. If you place them in water, will one of them 
float? Will neither ball float? Will both balls float? 
 

An object will float in water if its density is less than water. The smaller ball is made of solid steel, and 
its density is far greater than the density of water, so it sinks. The larger ball is actually a large ball of air with a 
thin shell of steel. It has the same mass as the smaller ball, but a far greater volume.  

density  =  mass
volume

 

The density of the large ball is very low because of its large volume. The large ball floats on water. If you wish, 
you may measure the mass of the balls and their diameters, and calculate the actual densities of both balls. 
 



'High/Low Road' 
 

 
 

This display has two sloped metal tracks. One track is straight, and the other is bent. The starting heights are the 
same and the finishing heights are the same. Two steel balls are released simultaneously from the top ends. 
Which ball will reach the end of its track first?  Both balls have the same final speed, because in both cases the 
change in gravitational potential energy (mg!h) is the same, so the gain in kinetic energy ( 12mvf

2) is the same. 
However, the downward dip in the bent ramp gives the ball an earlier acceleration, so the ball on the bent ramp 
wins every time.  
 

 
 

2013 Edition of Science Fun for Home and School  is available at the BIG Little Science 
Centre. This handy sourcebook contains 160 pages of ideas taken from BIGScience, this newsletter. A source 
of ideas for science activities and experiments you can do with your classes or with your own kids. Edited by 
Gordon R. Gore, Founder of the BIG Little Science Centre. Price: $12.00.  

Save shipping cost by picking up your copy at the BIG Little Science Centre. 
 

All proceeds from the sale of this book go to the BIG Little Science Centre. 
 
 
 



The Mechanical Butterfly 
 

 
 
Klayton Thomas of Westsyde Elementary School displayed the mechanical butterfly from the BIG Little 
Science Centre.  (2003 photo) 

 
Watch the mechanical butterfly closely and you will see its lifelike wings slowly move up and down.  Look 
more closely and you will see that the ‘butterfly’ is plugged into the wall. Inside the butterfly is a mechanism 
containing ‘Muscle Wire’, made of a special alloy called nitinol (an acronym for Nickel Titanium Naval 
Ordnance Laboratory). The two main ingredients in the alloy are obviously nickel and titanium. 
 
Nitinol exhibits a fascinating and useful property called shape memory or superelasticity. For example, if a 
piece of nitinol is bent out of shape, it will return to its original shape if it is heated. In other words, nitinol 
‘remembers’ its original shape. 
 
If you wish to learn more about ways that nitinol and other Shape Memory Alloys are used in robotics or items 
like eyeglass frames, search on the Internet under ‘Muscle Wire’, ‘Memory Wire’ or ‘Shape Memory Alloys’ 
(SMA’s). 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


